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For several years the writer taught Constitution in 
Kansas High Schools and through this experience came to 
realize the inadequacies of pupils' knowledge and under-
standing of terms used in Constitution textbooks. Consti-
tution1 is a required course in Kansas high schools, conse-
quently terms that appear in the Constitution should be 
known and understood by high school students. Retention in 
learning is important since elementary schools, high schools 
and institutions of higher learning count on subject-matter 
students have studied in previous years. Thus it is essen-
tial that students retain a knowledge of previous studies 
to carry on successfully advanced work, or review previous 
work. College entrance examinations have become a measuring 
device to discover the extent of retention of learning i n 
many subject-matter fields. 
PROBLEM 
The problem of this thesis was to determine the 
extent of retention and understanding of selected terms 
found in certain textbooks in Constitution for Kansas high 
1. L. W. Brooks, The Kansas Hi~h School Handbook, 
Kansas State Department of Education Topeka: State Printer, 
1946), p. 9. 
2 
schools. Sophomores, juniors and seniors in high school 
were tested in a four - fold way: first, to ascertain the 
knowledge retained by students in each of three classes of 
high schools in Kansas; second, to determine how well stu-
dents understand terms found in Constitution textbooks; 
third, to ascertain the extent of retention by boys and the 
amount retained by girls in each of the three school classi-
fications; fourth, to discover the extent of correlation 
between students not enrolled in Constitution and those 
enrolled in Constitution. 
Sophomore, junior, and senior students representing 
thirteen high schools in Classes "A", "B" and "C" partici-
pated and are accredited as such by the State Department of 
Public Instruction. Some of the factors used in accrediting 
schools in Kansas are: enrollment, school plant, library, 
number and qualifications of teachers. The classification 
of the various schools participating was taken from the 
2 Kansas Educational Directory for 1946-47. 
METHOD 
The method used in the investigation involved the 
designing and use of two non-standardized tests, one being 
2. L. W. Brooks, Kansas Educational Directory, Kansas 
State Department of Education (Topeka: State Printer, 1946), 
pp. 36-72. 
3 
a completion type and the other a multiple choice type. 
The manner of building the tests was as follows: first, one 
hundred seven terms were selected from the four Constitution 
textbooks adopted by the State Department of Public Instruc-
tion for high schools in Kansas. These texts were: Ameri-
.£.fil! Government;3 Our Government; 4 Our Changing Government;5 
6 and, The Government of the United States. The selected 
terms were evaluated by experienced high school Constitution 
teachers, experienced college Political Science and History 
teachers and other teachers to thus obtain a reliable list 
of terms for the test. In the final analysis ninety govern-
mental terms were embodied in the test. Furthermor e, the 
terms were correlated with two daily newspapers, namely The 
Topeka Daily Capita17 .and the Kansas City Star.8 These 
papers were used because they are widely r ead in Kansas 
3. Frank Abbott Magruder, American Government 
(Chicago: Allyn & Bacon, 1946). 
4. James Wilford Garner, and Louise Irving Capen, 
Our Government (Chicago: American Book Co., 1945). 
5. Samuel Steinberg, and Lucian Lamn, Our Changing 
Government (Chicago: J.B. Lippincott Co., 1945). 
6. Edward Everett Walker, Walter Greenwood Beach, 
and Otis Glen Jamison, The Government of the United States 
(Chicago: Charles Scribner's and Sons-,-194°b). 
1946. 
7. The Topeka Daily Capital, October 20--November 10, 
8. Kansas City Star, October 20--November 10, 1946. 
4 
communities where the tests were given. Election year of 
1946 with days in Oetober and November were chosen because 
many of these terms appeared during this time. The newspa-
pers revealed that the terms were used in courts, business, 
elections and other enterprises. 
Seventy multiple-choice questions were constructed 
having four possible answers whereby students were required 
to select the correct term by putting the number in a bracket 
as shown in the sample, Appendix I. The tests were designed 
and then evaluated by experienced teachers of high school 
Constitution, superintendents, college teachers and college 
students. 
A second measure used to determine the extent of 
pupil understanding and retention was a test of twenty com-
pletion questions. This test was used fur thermore to deter-
mine how well students think independently. Questions were 
in statement and question form in which the students wer e 
asked to fill in a blank with the correct response. 
After the tests were prepared and mimeographed, coop-
eration of schools was obtained by letter to twenty-three 
high schools in Classes "A", "B" and "C" explaining the sur-
vey and they were to answer if their school would or could 
participate. Thirteen schools were finally selected for the 
project. The thirteen schools required four hundred nineteen 
tests, these were sent to them the first week in September 
5 
with instructions. The vocabulary tests were administered 
by high school Constitution teachers to students taking Con-
stitution the first semester. Test returns were checked and 
evaluated by the writer. Identical tests were administered 
a second time to the schools in February for a retest after 
students had completed the course in Constitution to deter-
mine the extent of retention and understanding. The tests 
were returned and evaluated by the writer. 
Fifty-six additional tests were given to two other 
groups: (1) Twenty-five sophomore students who had no his-
tory courses since the eighth grade; and (2) thirty-one sen-
iors who had taken Constitution the preceeding year and were 
taking American History at the time of the test. This de-
vice was to ascertain whether or not a correlation existed 
between these two groups and the other groups that were 
enrolled in Constitution in regard to retention, understand-
ing of selected terms, and general education. 
RELATED RESEARCH STUDIES 
The study of vocabulary is not of recent origin, 
since Kirkpatrick9 in 1907 used research technique in test-
10 ing vocabulary. Likewise Doran in the same year carried 
9. E. A. Kirkpatrick, "A Vocabulary Test," Popular 
Science Monthly, 70:157-164, February, 1907. 
10. E.W. Doran, "Study of Vocabularies," Pedagogical 
Seminary, 14:401-438, 1907. 
6 
out research to find out whether boys differ from girls in 
11 vocabulary. In Pressey 1 s study, The Learning of the Fun-
damental Special Vocabulary of History from the Fourth 
Through the Twelfth Grades, she found students' vocabulary 
increases from one grade to the next. Whatever teaching of 
vocabulary has taken place has been more or less incidental, 
and her criterion of mastery of a term is a correct response 
12 by at least 90 per cent of the class. In Karrick's study, 
The Relationship Between Reading Ability and Progress Made 
in the Ninth Grade Social Studies, students were given read-
ing, social science and vocabulary tests at the beginning 
and at the end of the semester, it was found that progress 
in social science results in increased reading ability; 
that the gain is greater in word meaning t han paragraph 
meaning. More recently Gans113 found that grade results 
show a steady and fairly constant increase in vocabulary 
ability from the lower to the upper grades: that between 
11. T. L. Kelley, and A. C. Krey, Tests and Measure-
ments in the Social Sciences (New York: Charles Scribner's 
and Sons, 1934), pp. 155-218. 
12. Aimee s. Karrick, The Relationship Between Read-
ing Ability and Progress Made in the Ninth Grade Social 
Studies. Master's Thesis, 1938, Denver. 
13. Irene Gansl, Vocabulary: Its Measurement and 
Growth. Doctor's Thesis, 1939, Columbia, New York, 1939, 
p. 52. 
7 
the ages of 8 and 14 boys are slightly superior to girls in 
vocabulary ability. Harrington, in her study, found that: 
Governmental terms are the most difficult to com-
prehend, while religious terms ranked next. Geograph-
ical terms seem to be the least difficult of all 
types to master. Economic, sociological and legal 
terms appear to be about equal in difficulty but 
harder than geographical terms, and less difficult 
than religiou~, chronological, military and govern-
mental terms.L4 
14. Marjorie Harrington,! Study in the Learning of 
the Fundamental Special Vocabulary of History Through 
Direct Teaching. Master's Thesis, University of Colorado, 
1939, p. 4o. 
8 
CHAPTER II 
RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION 
INTRODUCTION 
In the portrayal of factual material showing the 
results of any investigation, statistical procedure provides 
three measures of central tendencies. By central tendency 
is meant a single score which is most typical or represen-
tative of group performance. This central tendency or score 
may be any one of the following, median, mean or the mode. 
In this investigation the median is used as the measure of 
central tendency in the tabulation of its findings, because 
the writer believes it is a more accurate measure of central 
tendency than either of the other two. 
To vividly present the performance of pupils in each 
of the three classes of secondary schools used in the investi-
gation those in Class 11A11 will appear first and then Class 
"B" and Class "C". 
ANALYSIS OF CLASS "A" SCHOOLS 
The test was given at the beginning of the semester 
in September to determine the understanding of terms used in 
Constitution textbooks before students had taken the course. 
The test was composed of 90 questions and had a value of 
ninety points. One hundred forty pupils representing four 
9 
Class "A" schools were given the test and had a range of 
scores from 28 to 75. The median for the four Class "A" 
schools was 54.8 in which one-half of the 140 or 70 students 
made scores ranging from 28 to 54.8 and the other half from 
54.8 to 75. 
TABLE I 
COMPOSITE ACHIEVEMENT OF STUDENTS IN 
CLASS "A" SCHOOLS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SEMESTER 
FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION TABLE 
72 - 75 5 
68 - 71 17 
64 - 67 18 
60 - 63 12 
56 - 59 15 
52 - 55 -- 10 
48 - 51 
44 - 47 
40 - 43 
36 - 39 
32 - 35 








True Median - - - - - - -
Highest Possible core 
Highest Score Made 
Lowest Score Made T 






Table I shows the achievement of students in Class nA" 
schools at the beginning of the semester. The median of 54.8 
was found by placing the scores of all students in Class "A" 
schools in the frequency distribution table as shown. 
Also the table shows the range of scores from lowest 
28 to the highest 75, which yields a range of 43 points. The 
10 
student with the highest score of 75 had a knowledge of and 
understanding of 85 per cent of the terms, while the student 
with the lowest score of 28 had only 31 per cent knowledge 
and understanding of the test items. 
ACHIEVEMENT OF GIRLS IN CLASS "A" SCHOOLS 
Eighty-five girls representing four Class "A" schools 
were given the test and had a range of scores from 28 to 75. 
The median was 56.3 in which one-half of the 85 girls made 
scores ranging from 28 to 56.3 and the other half from 56.3 
to 75. In comparing the lowest and highest score made by 
the girls with Table I which shows the composite scores of 
four Class t1A 11 schools we find the girls making t he lowest 
and the highest scores in this group. 
Table II shows the achievement of girls in Class "A" 
schools at the beginning of the semester. The median of 
56.3 was found by placing the scores in the frequency di s-
tribution table as shown. Also the table shows the range 
of scores from lowest 28 to the highest 75 which yields a 
range of 43 points. The student with the hi ghest score of 
75 had a knowledge and an understanding of 85 per cent of 
the terms, while the student with the lowest score of 28 
had only 31 per cent knowledge and understanding of the 
test items. 
& .2.&- c:3- 9 
TABLE II 
COMPOSITE ACHIEVEMENT OF GIRLS IN 
11 
CLASS 11A II SCHOOLS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SEMESTER 
72 - 75 
68 - 71 
64 - 67 
60 - 63 
56 - 59 
52 - 55 
48 - 51 
>+4 - 47 
40 - 43 
36 - 39 
32 - 35 
28 - 31 
Total 












True Median - - - - - -
Highest Possible Score 
Highest Score Made 
Lowest Score Made -
Range - - - - - - - - -






Fifty-five boys representing four Class "A" schools 
were given the test and had a range of scores from 31 t o 
72. The median was 53.2 in which one-half of the 55 boys 
made scores ranging from 31 to 53.2 and the other hal f from 
53.2 to 72. 
Table III shows the achievement of boys in Class "A" 
schools at the beginning of the semester. The median of 
53.2 was found by placing the scores in the frequency distri-
bution table as sho'Wil. Also the table shows the range of 
TABLE III 
COMPOSITE ACHIEVEMENT OF BOYS IN CLASS 11A11 
SCHOOLS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SEMESTER 
FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION TABLE 
72 - 75 1 
68 - 71 5 
64 - 67 7 
60 - 63 3 
56 - 59 8 
52 - 55 5 
48 - 51 11 
44 - 47 6 
40 - 43 3 
36 - 39 3 
32 - 35 --__l_ 
Total 55 
True Median - - - - - -
Highest Possible Score 
Highest Score Made 
Lowest Score Made -







scores from 31 to the highest 72 which yields a range of 41 
points. The student with the highest score of 72 had a 
knowledge of and an understanding of 80 per cent of the 
terms, while the student with the lowest score of 31 had 
only 34 per cent knowledge and understanding of the test 
items. 
ANALYSIS OF CLASS 11B11 SCHOOLS 
The test was given to Class 11B11 schools at the same 
time as given to Class "A" schools, at the beginning of the 
semester in September. One hundred thirty-nine pupils repre-
13 
senting six Class "B" schools were given the test and had a 
range of scores from 24 to 82. The median for the six Class 
"B" schools was 59 in which one-half of the 139 students 
made scores ranging from 24 to 59 and the other half from 
59 to 82. 
TABLE IV 
COMPOSITE ACHIEVEMENT OF STUDENTS IN CLASS "B" 
SCHOOLS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SEMESTER 
80 - 84 
75 - 79 
70 - 74 
65 - 69 
60 - 64 
55 - 59 
50 - 54 
45 - 49 
40 - 44 
35 - 39 
30 - 34 
25 - 29 
20 - 24 














True Median - - - - - -
Highest Possibl e Score 
Highest Score Made - - - -
Lowest Score Made -







Table IV shows the achievement of students in Class 
"B" schools at the beginning of the semester. The Median of 
59 was found by placing the scores of all students in Class 
"B" schools in the frequency distribution table as shown. 
The table also shows the range of scores from lowest 24 to 
14 
highest 82 which yields a range of 58 points. The student 
with the highest score of 82 had a knowledge of and an under-
standing of 91 per cent of the terms, while the student with 
the lowest score of 24 had only 27 per cent knowledge and 
understanding of the test items. The highest score of 82 
was the highest of all three school classifications, "A 11 , 
11B" and "C", in which thirteen schools participated. 
ACHIEVEMENT OF GIRLS IN CLASS "B" SCHOOLS 
Fifty-seven girls representing six Class 11B11 schools 
were given the te.st and had a range of scores from 35 to 
TABLE V 
COMPOSITE ACHIEVEMENT OF GIRLS IN CLASS "B" 
SCHOOLS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SEMESTER 
76 - 79 





52 - 55 
48 - 51 
44 - 47 
40 - 43 
36 - 39 
32 - 35 









3 __ l 
True Median - - - - - -
Highest Possible Score 
Highest Score Made - - - -
Lowest Score Made -
Range - - - - - - -







76. The median was 58.3 in which one-half of the 57 girls 
made scores ranging from 35 to 58.3 and the other half from 
58.3 to 76. 
Table V shows the achievement of girls in Class "B" 
schools at the beginning of the semester. The median was 
found by placing the scores in the frequency table as shown. 
The table shows the range of scores from lowest 35 to high-
est 76 which yields a range of 41 points. The student with 
the highest score of 76 had a knowledge and an understanding 
of 84 per cent of the terms, while the student with the low-
est score of 35 had only 39 per cent knowledge and under-
standing of the test items. 
ACHIEVEMENT OF BOYS IN CLASS "B" SCHOOLS 
Eighty-two boys representing six Class "B" schools 
were given the test and had a range of scores from 24 to 82. 
The median was 59.7 in which one-half of the 82 boys made 
scores ranging from 24 to 59.7 and the other half from 59.7 
to 82. The highest score of 82 was the highest of all stu-
dents in thirteen schools participating, and is a remarkable 
score out of a possible 90 points, since these students had 
not had Constitution in high school at the time the test was 
given. 
Table VI shows the achievement of boys in Class "Bu 
schools at the beginning of the semester. The median of 
16 
59.7 was found by placing the scores in the frequency dis-
tribution table as shown. Also the table shows the range 
of scores from the lowest of 24 to highest of 82 which yields 
a range of 58 points. The student with the highest score of 
82 had a knowledge of and an understanding of 91 per cent of 
the terms, while the student with the lowest score of 24 had 
only 26 per cent knowledge and understanding of the test 
items. 
TABLE VI 
COMPOSITE ACHIEVEMENT OF BOYS IN CIASS "B" 
SCHOOLS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SEMESTER 
FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION TABLE 
80 - 84 3 
75 - 79 o 
70 - 74 12 
65 - 69 12 
60 - 64 13 
55 - 59 16 
50 - 54 -- 69 
45 - 49 --
40 - l+4 -- 4 
35 - 39 -- 5 
39 - 34 -- 1 
25 - 29 -- O 
20 - 24 --__l._ 
Total _ 82 
True Median - - - - - -
Highest Possible Score 
Highest Score Made 
Lowest Score Made -







ANALYSIS OF CLASS "C" SCHOOLS 
The test was given to Class "C" schools at the same 
time as given to Class "A" and Class "B" schools, at the 
beginning of the semester in September. Eighty-six pupils 
representing three Class "C" schools were given the test 
and had a range of scores from 20 to 80. The median for 
the three Class "C" schools was 49 in which one-half of the 
86 students made scores ranging from 20 to 49 and the other 
half from 49 to 80. 
TABLE VII 
COMPOSITE ACHIEVEMENT OF STUDENTS IN CLASS "C" 
SCHOOLS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SEMESTER 
FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION TABLE 
80 - 84 1 
75 - 79 O 
70 - 74 1 
65 - 69 5 
60 - 64 9 
55 - 59 9 
50 - 54 17 
45 - 49 13 
4o - 44 --





30 - 34 
25 - 29 
20 - 24 --_6 
Total 86 
True Median - - - - - -
Highest Possible Score 
Highest Score Made 
Lowest Score Made -







Table VII shows the achievement of students in Class 
"C" schools at the beginning of the semester. The median 
of 49 was found by placing the scores in the frequency dis-
tribution table as shown. The table also shows the range 
of scores from lowest 20 to highest 80 which yields a range 
of 60 points. The student with the highest score of 80 
had a knowledge and an understanding of 89 per cent of the 
terms, while the student with the lowest score of 20 had 
only 22 per cent knowledge and understanding of the test 
items. 
ACHIEVEMENT OF GIRLS IN CLASS 11C11 SCHOOLS 
Thirty-nine girls representing three Class "C" 
schools were given the test and had a ange of scores from 
23 to 69. The median was 50.03 in which one-half made 
scores ranging from 23 to 50.03 and the other half 50.03 
to 69. 
Table VIII shows achievement of girls in Class 11C11 
schools at the beginning of the semester. The median was 
found by placing the scores in the frequency distribution 
table as shown. The table shows the range of scores from 
the lowest 23 to highest 69 which yields a range of 46 
points. 
TABLE VIII 
COMPOSITE ACHIEVEMENT OF GIRLS IN CLASS "C" 
SCHOOLS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SEMESTER 
65 - 69 
60 - 64 
55 - 59 
50 - 54 
45 - 49 
40 - 44 
35 - 39 
30 - 34 
25 - 29 
20 - 24 









True Median - - - - - - - -
Highest Possible Score 
Highest Score Made - - - -
Lowest Score Made 
Range - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 39 






Forty-seven boys were given the test and had a range 
of scores from 20 to 80. The median was 49 in which one-
half of the boys made scores from 20 to 49 and the other 
half 49 to 80. 
Table IX shows the achievement of boys in Class "C" 
schools at the beginning of the semester. The median of 
49 was found by placing the scores in the frequency dis-
tribution table as shown. Also the table shows the range 
of scores from lowest 20 to highest 80 which yields a range 
of 60 points. 
TABLE IX 
COMPOSITE ACHIEVEMENT OF BOYS IN CLASS 11C11 
SCHOOLS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SEMESTER 
80 - 84 
75 - 79 
70 - 74 
65 - 69 
60 - 64 
55 -50 - 7"'T 
45 - 49 
4o - 44 
35 - 39 
30 - 34 
25 - 29 
20 - 24 













True Median - - - - - -
Highest Possible Score 
Highest score Made - - - -
Lowest Score Made -
Range - - - - - - - - -
Total 47 






In Chapter I the problem had a four-fold purpose. 
20 
One was to discover the extent of correlation between stu-
dents not enrolled in Constitution and those enrolled in 
Constitution. Fifty-four students representing 22 sopho-
more students who were not enrolled or had not taken Con-
stitution, and 32 seniors who had taken Constitution the 
previous year, were given the test at the beginning of the 
semester. These students represented one Class "A" school. 
The performance of each group will be shown, the seniors 
appearing first and then followed by the sophomores. 
SENIORS 
21 
Thirty-two seniors were given the test to determine 
the lmowledge, understanding and retention of governmental 
terms after they had taken the course the previous year. 
The range of scores were from 38 to 85. The median was 71.25 
in which one-half of the 32 students or 16 made scores from 
38 to 71.25 and the other half from 71.25 to 85. 
TABLE X 
ACHIEVEMENT OF SENIOR GROUP 
FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION ABLE 
85 - 89 
Bo - 84 
75 - 79 




65 - 69 6 
60 - 64 3 
55 - 59 2 
- g 
40 - 44 2 
35 - 38 --__l_ 
Total . 32 
True Median - - - - - - - - 71. 25 
Highest Possible Score - - 90. 00 
Highest Score Made - - - - 85.00 
Lowest Score Made - - - 38.00 
Range - - - - - - - - - 47.00 
Table X shows the achievement of seniors that had 
taken Constitution the previous year. The median of 71.25 
·22 
was found by placing the scores in the distribution table 
as shown. The ·table also shows the range of scores from 
lowest 38 to highest 85, which yields a range of 47 points. 
The student with the highest score of 85 had a knowledge, 
understanding and retention of 95 per cent of the terms, 
while the student with the lowest score of 38 had only 42 
per cent knowledge, understanding and retention of the test 
items. 
SOPHOMORES . 
Twenty-two sophomores were given the test to deter-
mine if a correlation existed between students enrolled in 
68 - 71 
64 - 67 
60 - 63 





36 - 39 
32 - 35 




ACHIEVEMENT OF SOPHOMORE GROUP 





1 True Median - - - - - - 54.5 
3 
1 
Highest Possible Score 90.0 
Highest Score Made 69.0 
Lowest Score Made - 28.0 






Constitution, and those not enrolled in Constitution. The 
range of scores was from 28 to 69. The median was 54.5 in 
which one-half of the 22 students or 11 made scores from 
28 to 54.5 and the other half from 54.5 to 69. 
Table XI shows the achievement of sophomore students 
at the beginning of the semester. The median of 54.5 was 
found by placing the scores in the distribution table as 
shown. The table also shows the range of scores from low-
est 28 to highest 69, which yields a range of 41 points. 
The student with the highest score of 69 had 77 per cent 
knowledge and understanding of the terms, while the student 
with the lowest score of 28 had only 31 per cent knowledge 




At this point in the study of the Constitutional 
vocabulary terms, the writer presents the performance of 
students after having completed a semester's work in Con-
stitution. It should be pointed out that students were 
tested prior to any work in Constitution and also after 
having had one semester's work in Constitution. The pattern 
gives performance to students in Class "A" schools first. 
ANALYSIS OF CLASS "A" SCHOOLS 
The retest was given at the end of the first semester 
in January to determine the understanding of terms used in 
Constitution textbooks after having had one semester's work 
in Constitution. This was the same test that had been given 
in September at the beginning of the semester and was com-
posed of 90 questions and had a value of 90 points. The 
tests were returned and checked by the writer as was done in 
the previous test. One hundred thirty-seven pupils repre-
senting four Class "A" schools were given the retest. The 
median for the four Class "A" schools was 70.74 in which 
one-half of the s~Adents made scores ranging from 33 to 
70 . 7>+ and the other half from 70.7>+ to 87. 
TABLE XII 
COMPOSITE ACHIEVEMENT OF STUDENTS IN CLASS "A" 
SCHOOLS AT THE COMPLETION OF THE SEMESTER 
85 - 89 
80 - 84 
75 - 79 
70 - 74 
65 - 69 
60 - 64 
55 -
50 - ".J"T 
45 - 49 
40 - 44 
35 - 33~ 30 - "t 











True Median - - - - - - - -
Highest Possible Score 
Highest Score Made - - - -
Lowest Score Made -








Table XII shows the achievement of students in Class 
"A" schools at the completion of the semester. The median 
of 70.74 was found by placing the scores of all students in 
Class "A" schools in the frequency distribution table as 
shown. Also the table shows the range of scores from the 
lowest of 33 to the highest 87, which yields a range of~ 
points. The student with the highest score of 87 had a 
knowledge and an understanding of 97 per cent of the terms, 
while the student with the lowest score of 33 had only 37 
per cent knowledge and understanding of the test items. 
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ACHIEVEMENT OF GIRLS IN CLASS "A" SCHOOLS 
Eighty-six girls representing four Class "A" schools 
were given the test. The median was 72.85 in which one-half 
of the 86 girls made scores from 41 to 72.85 and the other 
half from 72.85 to 87. 
TABLE XIII 
COMPOSITE ACHIEVEMENT OF GIRLS IN CLASS "A" 
SCHOOLS AT THE COMPLETION OF THE SEMESTER 
FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION TABLE 
85 - 89 4 
80 - 84 -- 13 
75 - 79 -- 20 
?0 - 74 -- 14 
65 - 69 -- 13 
60 - 64 -- 4 
55 - 59 -- 6 
4~: 
40 - 44 --_2_ 
Total 86 
True Median - - - - - -
Highest Possible Score 
Highest Score Made - - - -
Lowest Score Made -






Table XIII shows the achievement of girls in Class 
"A" schools at the completion of the semester. The median 
of 72.85 was found by placing the scores in the frequency 
distribution table as shown. Also the table shows the range 
of scores from the lowest 41 to the highest of 87 which 
yields a range of 46 points. 
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ACHIEVEMENT OF BOYS IN CI.ASS 11A11 SCHOOLS 
Fifty-one boys representing four Class "A" schools 
were given the test. The median was 68.16 in which one-
half of the 51 boys made scores from 33 to 68.16 and the 
other half from 68.16 to. 85. 
TABLE XIV 
COMPOSITE ACHIEVEMENT OF BOYS IN CLASS "A" 
SCHOOLS AT THE COMPLETION OF THE SEMESTER 
FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION TABLE 
85 - 89 1 
80 - 84 2 
75 - 79 7 
70 - 74 10 
65 - 69 15 
60 - 64 6 
55 - 59 4 
50 - 54 1 
45 - 49 3 
40 - 44 -- 1 
35 - 39 O 
30 - 34 _1_ 
Total 51 
True Median - - - - - -
Highest Possible Score 
Highest Score Made 
Lowest Score Made -






Table XIV shows the achievement of boys in Class "A" 
schools at the completion of the semester. The median of 
68.16 was found by placing the scores in the frequency dis-
tribution table as shown •. Also the table shows the range 
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of scores from the lowest 33 to the highest 85 which yields 
a range of 52 points. 
ANALYSIS OF CLASS "B" SCHOOLS 
One hundred thirty-six pupils representing six Class 
"B" schools were given the retest. The median for the six 
Class "B" schools was 71 in which one-half of the students 
made scores ranging from 41 to 71 and the other half from 
71 to 89. The student with the score of 89 was the highest 
of all the students taking the test. 
TABLE XV 
COMPOSITE ACHIEVEMENT OF STUDENTS IN CLASS "B" 
SCHOOLS AT THE COMPLETION OF THE SEMESTER 
FREQ1:JENCY DISTRIBUTION TABLE 
89 - 91 1 
84 - 87 10 
Bo - 83 12 
76 - 79 21 
72 - 75 -- 20 
68 - 71 16 
64 - 67 -- 19 
60 - 63 -- 6 
56 - 59 -- 10 
52 - 55 -- 8 
48 - 51 5 
44 - 47 6 
40 - 43 --_2_ 
Total 136 
True Median - - - - - -
Highest Possible Score 
Highest Score Made - - - -
Lowest Score Made 







Table XV shows the achievement of students in Class 
"B" schools at the completion of the semester. The median 
of 71 was found by placing the scores in the frequency dis-
tribution table as shmm. Also the table shows the range 
of scores from the lowest of 41 to the highest 89 which 
yields a range of 48 points. The student with the highest 
score of 89 had a lmowledge and an understanding of 99 per 
cent of the test, while the student with the lowest score 
of 41 had only 46 per cent knowledge and understanding of 
the test items. 
ACHIEVEMENT OF GIRLS IN CLASS 11B11 SCHOOLS 
Sixty girls representing six Class "B" schools were 
given the test. The median was 71 in which one-half of the 
60 girls made scores from 41 to 71 and the other half from 
71 to 85. 
Table XVI shows the achievement of girls in Class 
"B" schools at the completion of the semester. The median 
of 71 was found by placing the scores in the frequency dis-
tribution table as shown. Also the table shows the range 
of scores from the lowest 41 to the highest 85 which 
yields a range of 44 points. 
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TABLE XVI 
COMPOSITE ACHIEVEMENT OF GIRLS IN CLASS "B" SCHOOLS 
AT THE COMPLETION OF THE SEMESTER 
FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION TABLE 
84 - 87 4 
80 - 83 4 
76 - 79 14 
72 - 75 47 
68 - 71 
64 - 71 --
60 - 63 --
56 - 59 --
52 - 55 --





44 - 47 
40 - 43 --_2_ 
Total 60 
True Median - - - - - -
Highest Possible Score 
Highest Score Made 
Lowest Score Maae 
Range - - - - - - - - - - -






Seventy-six boys representing six Class "B" schools 
were given the test. The median was 71.63 in which one-
half of the 76 boys made scores from 44 to 71.63 and the 
other half from 71.63 to 89. 
Table XVII shows the achievement of boys in Class 
"B" schools at the completion of the semester. The median 
of 71.63 was found by placing the scores in the frequency 
distribution table as shown. Also the table shows the range 
of scores from the lowest 44 to the highest of 89 which 
yields a range of 45 points. 
TABLE XVII 
COMPOSITE SCHIEVEMENT OF BOYS IN CLASS "B" 
SCHOOLS AT THE COMPLETION OF THE SEMESTER 
FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION TABLE 
88 - 91 1 
84 - 87 6 
Bo - 83 ,.._ 7 
76 - 79 9 
72 - 75 14 
68 - 81 11 
64 - 67 11 
60 - 63 3 
56 - 59 8 
52 - 55 -- 4 
48 - 51 -- 1 
44 - 47 --_1_ 
Total 76 
True Median - - - - - - - -
Highest Possible Score 
Highest Score Made 
Lowest Score Made 
Range - - - - - - - - - - -






Eighty-one students representing three Class "C" 
schools were given the retest. The median for the three 
Class "C" schools was 60 in which one-half of the students 
made scores ranging from 27 to 60 and the other half from 
60 to 85. 
Table XVIII shows the achievement of students in 
Class "C" schools at the completion of the semester. The 
median of 60 was found by placing the scores in the fre-
quency distribution table as shown. Also the table shows 
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the range of scores from the lowest 27 to the highest 85 
which yields a range of 58 points. The student with the 
highest score of 85 had a lmowledge and an understanding of 
94 per cent of the terms, while the student with the lowest 
score of 27 had only 30 per cent lmowledge and understanding 
of the test items. 
TABLE XVIII 
COMPOSITE ACHIEVEMENT OF STUDENTS IN CLASS "C" 
SCHOOLS AT THE COMPLETION OF THE SEMESTER 
85 - 89 
80 - 84 
75 - 79 
70 - 74 
65 - 69 
60 - 64 
55 - 59 
50 - 54 
45 - 49 
4o - 44 
35 - 39 
30 - 34 
25 - 29 













True Median - - - - - -
Highest Possible Score 
Highest Score Made 
Lowest Score Made 
Range - - - - - - - - -
Total 81 






Thirty-nine girls representing three Class "C" 
schools were given the test. The median was 58.10 in which 
33 
one-half made scores from 35 to 58.10 and the other half 
from 58.10 to 77. 
TABLE XIX 
COMPOSITE ACHIEVEMENT OF GIRLS IN CIA SS 11C 11 
SCHOOLS AT THE COMPLETION OF THE SEMESTER 
75 79 
70 - 74 
65 - 69 
60 - 64 
55 - 59 
50 - 54 
45 - 49 
40 - 44 
35 - 39 




True Median - - - - - -
Highest Possible Score 
Highest Score Ma.de 
Lowest Score Ma.de -







Table XIX shows the achievement of girls in Class "C" 
schools at the completion of the semester. The median of 
58.10 was found by placing the scores in the frequency dis-
tribution table as shown. Also the table shows the range 
of scores from the lowest 35 to the highest 77 which yields 
a range of 42 points. 
ACHIEVEMENT OF BOYS IN CLASS "C" SCHOOLS 
Forty-two boys representing three Class "C" schools 
were given the test. The median was 60.55 in which one-half 
34 
of the boys made scores from 27 to 60.55 and the other half 
from 60.55 to 85. 
TABLE XX 
COMPOSITE ACHIEVEMENT OF BOYS IN CIA SS "C 11 
SCHOOLS AT THE COMPLETION OF THE SEMESTER 
85 - 89 
80 - 84 
75 - 79 
70 - 74 
65 - 69 
60 - 64 
55 -50 - ;;-r 
45 - 49 
40 - 44 
35 - 39 
30 - 34 
~5 - a9 














True Median - - - - - -
Highest Possible Score 
Highest Score Made 
Lowest Score Made -







Table XX shows the achievement of boys in Class "C" 
schools at the completion of the semester. The median of 
60.55 was found by placing the scores in the frequency dis-
tribution table as shown. Also the table shows the range 
of scores from the lowest 27 to the highest 85 which yields 
a range of 58 points. 
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STUDENTS TESTED NOT ENROLLED IN CONSTITUTION 
Fifty-four students representing 22 sophomore students 
who were not enrolled or had not taken Constitution, and 32 
seniors who had taken Constitution the previous year, were 
given the retest at the completion of the semester. The 
performance of each group will be shown, the seniors appear-
ing first and then followed by the sophomores. 
SENIORS 
Thirty-two seniors were given the retest to test 
retention of the terms after having taken the course the 
TABLE XXI 
ACHIEVEMENT OF SENIOR GROUP 
FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION TABLE 
85 - 88 4 
81 - 84 4 
77 - 80 6 
73 - 76 6 
69 - 72 4 
65 - 68 3 
61 - 64 o 
57 - 60 2 
53 - 56 o 
49 - 52 -- . O 
45 - 48 --_3_ 
Total 32 
True Median - - - - - -
Highest Possible Score 
Highest Score Made 
Lowest Score Made -






previous year. The median was 75.66 in which one-half of 
the students made scores from 45 to 75.66 and the other half 
from 75.66 to 88. 
Table XXI shows the achievement of seniors that had 
taken Constitution the previous year. The median of 75.66 
was found by placing the scores in the frequency distribu-
tion table as shown. The table also shows the range of 
scores from lowest 45 to highest 88, which yields a range 
of 43 points. 
SOPHOMORES 
Twenty-two sophomores were given the retest. This 
group had not had Constitution and were not enrolled in 
Constitution this year. The median was 57 in which one-
half of the students made score from 35 to 57 and the 
other half from 57 to 70. 
Table XXII shows the achievement of sophomore stu-
dents. The median of 57 was found by placing the scores 
in the frequency distribution table as shown. The table 
also shows the range of scores from lowest 35 to highest 
70 which yields a range of 35 points. 
69 - 72 
65 - 68 
61 - 64 
57 - 60 
53 - 56 
49 - 52 
45 - 48 
41 - 44 
37 - 40 
33 - 36 
TABLE XXII 
ACHIEVEMENT OF SOPHOMORE GROUP 











True Median - - - - - - - -
Highest Possible Score 
Highest Score Made - - - -
Lowest Score Made - -
Range - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 22 







In the first section of this chapter we have pre-
sented the achievement of the pupils in the vocabulary test, 
using the median as a measure of central tendency. The test 
was given to all schools at the beginning of the fall semes-
ter, and again at the close of the semester in January. To 
be more specific for each class of school a composite table 
reveals the degree of achievement in which the median score 
is revealed. But there are other statistical measures in 
showing validity and reliability, and in this research to 
further validate the findings use is ma.de of the coefficient 
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of correlation which is a numerical expression indicating 
the amount and direction of the relationship between two 
series of measures. Positive coefficients indicate direct 
relationship, and there is a tendency for ~he two series of 
values to varry in the same direction, high values, in one 
test, being associated with high values in the other test; 
low values in one test being associated with low values in 
the other test. Since all the coefficients are positive 
no sign will be put in front of the number. A negative 
coefficient would indicate inverse relationship. 
The magnitude or size of the coefficient is equally 
important. The mini:QlU.IIl coefficient is .00 which indicates no 
consistent relationship whatsoever. A perfect coefficient of 
1.00 indicates equally close relationship. One of the most 
important uses of the coefficient of correlation is for deter-
mining the validity of a test. Validity means truthfulness 
or measures what the test purports to. Another important 
use of the coefficient of correlation is for determining the 
reliability of a test. Reliability means a degree of consist-
ency with which the test measures whatever it does measure. 
Table XXIII shows the coefficient of correlation of 
all groups taking both tests. Since 1.00 is a perfect cor-
relation a majority of the schools had a high correlation 
which shows the test had validity and tested what it pur-
ported to test and also had reliability, which was consist-







COEFFICIENT OF CORREIATION OF ALL 
SCHOOLS TAKING BOTH TESTS 
"A II CLASS ''B" CIASS "C" SENIOR-
SOPHOMORE 
0.90 o.85 0.87 





RELATION OF NEWSPAPER READING TO RESULTS 
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On the first page of the test was a question for all 
students to check yes or no in the appropriate place. The 
question, "Do you read the front page of the daily news-
paper?" yes No• Since a majority of the -terms used in the 
test were found in the daily newspapers, the question was 
asked to determine whether any relation existed between news-
paper reading and their scores. Table XXIV reveals this rela-
tionship, if any, by percentage of reading. 
Table XXIV shows the reading percentage of all schools 
taking the test. If we remember the median scores of each 
of these groups their median scores have a close relation-
ship to the reading percentage because in all .cases the 




NEWSPAPER READING IN RELATION TO TEST SCORES 
CLA.SS OF 
SCHOOL YES NO 
"A II 69% 31% 
"B" 77~ 2~% "C" 52 0 4 % 




The present study was to determine the extent of 
retention and understanding of selected terms found in state 
adopted textbooks in C.onsti tution for Kansas High Schools. 
The method used in the investigation of the problem invol-
ved the designing and use of two non-standardized tests one 
being a completion type and the other a multiple choice 
type. Four hundred nineteen students took the test in 
September and four hundred and eight took the same test in 
January. The difference in number being students moving 
from the school or other reasons. The test groups repre-
sented thirteen high schools in Kansas, were classified ''A", 
"B" and "Ctt and the schools were located in different sec-
tions of the state to get a cross section view. The median 
score was used to show central tendency and the coefficient 
of correlation was used to show validity and reliability. 
A list of difficult and least difficult words from the 
results of the investigation are as follows: 
Difficult Least Difficult 
Franking Habeas Corpus Governor Bill 
Quorum Severance Tax Executive Ratification 
Spoils System Appellate Copyright Treason 
Logrolling Gag Rule Passport Patent 
Statute Grand Jury Naturalization Assessor 
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CHAPTER IV 
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
CONCLUSIONS 
Class "B" schools had a higher median, of 59 in the 
first test, 71 median in the final test, than Class "A" 
schools with a median of 54.8 in the first test, 70.74 med-
ian in the final test, and Class "C II schools with a median 
of 49 in the first test, and a 60 median in the final test. 
No appreciable difference in performance of both tests is 
shown between Class "A" and Class HB 11 schools, however both 
Class "A" and Class "B" schools made a higher performance 
_than Class "C" schools in both tests. One factor that 
caused Class "C" schools to have a lower median than Class 
''A" and Class "B" schools was the fact that one school had 
a slightly less median--.13 less--on the final test than 
on the first test. Also the coefficient of correlation 
which was .05 was very low. 
The senior group that took Constitution last year 
made the highest median of all schools participating in the 
project. The senior median on the first test was 71.25 and 
75.66 on the final test. The sophomores who did not take 
Constitution made a median score of 54.5 on the first test 
and 57 on the final test. This is of course a slight 
increase. 
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Another conclusion is to the effect that there is a 
positive relationship between a pupil's lmowledge of selected 
terms and newspaper reading. In all cases the ranks are the 
same in median scores and percentage that read newspapers. 
Girls' and boys' scores were quite comparable in both 
tests. The greatest difference between girls' and boys' 
scores obtained in the final test in Class "A" schools was 
that the girls made a median score 4.69 higher than the boys. 
Class "A" schools had the greatest increase of 16.66 
median points from the first test to the final test. 
The coefficient of correlation measurement shows a 
high positive relationship between the two series of measures. 
A slight difference of achievement in favor of multiple 
choice questions over completion type questions was shown. 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
The writer believes that classroom teachers will 
receive valuable information from this study: First, news-
paper reading shows a high correlation to high scores and 
since a majority of the terms appear in daily newspapers of 
our governmental activities the newspaper reading should be 
stressed. Second, vocabulary study should not be only to 
lmow the definition of words but to lmow the concepts of the 
words, as the students of today will be officials of govern-
mental, economic and social activities in the future. 
for the eleventh or twelfth grades 
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AME ' C!TY 
--~--------------- ----------- DATE ______ _ 
'' o you read the F,:,ont · .Page of the daily newspaper? 
·lRECTIONSi Put the mim.ber of the word or phrase in the parentheses . at the right which 
akes each sentence correct as shown in the sample. 
AMPLE: George Washington lived - l England, 2 Spain, 3 France, 4 The United States • , 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ••••• 0 0 •• 0 •••••••••• (4) 
lo A proposed law presented to a legislative body for its approvalt 
l bill~ 2 act 9 3 statute, 4 resolution. o o • • • • •••••• , ••• , () 
2o An act approving or confirming: 
l recall 9 2 initiative, ratificati on, 4 veto • •• o •••••• , , ••• , , , () 
3. A document containing a written request: 
l robbery, 2 petition, 3 testify, 4 bail •••••••••••••••• , ••• () 
4, To alter or add to a ·constitution: 
l amendment, 2 budget, 3 examination, 4 injunction • • • • • • • •• • • •• , ( ) 
5o Tax or duty collected on imported and exported goods: 
l -toll 2 fee, 3 bribe, 4 tariff o • o • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • , • • , , , ( ) 
6~ The president appoints his: 
-l legislature, 2 cabinet 9 3 assesors, 4 governors • o • ••••••••• , • , ( ) 
7. The judiciary is composed of the: 
1 representatives , 2 senators, 3 supreme court, 4 cabinet •••••• • • • • • ( ) 
8., To a,ccuse before a tribunal of official misconduct: 
l impeach, 2 gerrymandering; , 3 appeai, 4 martial law o •••• • • , • • • • • • () 
-
The president re f using to approve a legislative enactment: 
1 gag, 2 censor, 3 ban9 4 veto o o o o o o o ••• o •• • • 0 • • • • • • . . . ( ) 
To do away with a law: 
l re,peal. 2 councilp 3 allotment 9 4 barter 0000000 0. 0 · 0···· . . . '. . ( ) 
~l .. !h$ Bill of Rights are· a part of the : i 'pr-ecinct» 2 treasury, 3 constitution» 4 append;i;x: • 0 O' 0 0 0 i, • • . • . . . . . . ( ) 
L2 Rep~esents· governments bus ine·ss in another country: 
1 apea;lcerD 2 chaionan 9 3 ambassador, 4 sheri ff . ... .. o • 0 • • . ' . . . . •, . . . ( ) 
13. tie,gif).,ati ve body of pe·ople•: 1 assembil;y !J 2 bl~ck: li~t .o 3 theater 9 4 lock out o o o: o o o '° • • • -•. • • • • • 
( ) 
Jvery *3U:he has. members in.: 
~-" 1~p,u,rt,9 2 issue, 3 oa.bin~t,.p 4 .. cong:re6.~ o • • • 
0 • . . ' . . . ' . . . '· • . ( ) 
Pag~ 1 
Our legislature is composed of senators and: 
1 jury, 2 representatives, 3 directors, 4 comptroller 0 O O • • 0 0 .. • • e ( ) 
The President and Legislature pass a bill; it becomes a, 
1 trust, 2 law 9 3 receipt, · 4 union o o o o o ••••••• o .. • • o .. • • • • ( ) 
7o Approve or dissapprove appointments of the President: 
l cabinet 9 2 states, 3 governor, 4 senate ., •••••••••••••• .••••• ( ) 
Punishment without a trial: 
1 bill of attainder, 2 writ, 3 barter, 4 habeas corpus O O O O • 0 • 0 ••••• ( ) 
Duty on goods based upon values 
1 spoils system, 2 grunble, 3 ad v~lorem, 4 surplus ••••••••••••••• ( ) 
A group pardon: 
1 parole, 2 amnesty, 3 radical, 4 borough. o ................... ( ) 
:lo A settlement of dispute: 
1 estate, 2 reform, 3 recall, 4 arbitration. o • • • .......... • .( ) 
:2. Security is put up to have a prisoner released from jails 
1 injuncti on, 2 t ariff, 3 visa, 4 bail o • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ( ) 
People register t~eir vote on a t 
1 clock, 2 ballot, 3 censor, 4 summons " • •••• o •••••••••• •, . . . ( ) ., 
!4 o A two house legislature: 
1 senate v 2 committee, 3 county, 4 bicameral ............ o ••••••• ( ) 
!5. A law to prevent f raudlent securities: 
l barter, 2 common law, 3 blue sky laws, 4 martial o ••• •••••• ••••• () 
:6. Unwritten Law: 
l common law, 2 statute, 3 documents, 4 military law •••••••••••••• ( ) 
:7. A candidate of a politi cal party: 
l dark horse, 2 bolter, 3 plaintiff, 4 charter ................... ( ) 
Gives congress power t o make laws: 
l blue sky, 2 labor 9 3 unions, 4 elastic clause o o o o o • • • • • • • • • • • ( ) 
Surrender a person to another state: 
1 bail, 2 bond, 3 extradition, 4 strike 000000000•········ ( ) 
O. Crime punishable by death or imprisonment: 
l jay walking, 2 speeding, 3 felony, 4 subsidy o •••••••••••••••• ( ) 
1. Causes a delay in voting on a bill: 
l loan, 2 fillibuster, 3 gag, 4 closure rule •••••••••••••••••• ( ) 
Right to furnish a town with gas and electricity: 
l franchise, 2 wealth, 3 peasants, 4 duty •••• 
Decides if evidence warrants a trials 
00000•0000••••• 
1 cabinet, 2 unionsD 3 petit jury, 4 grand jury 
000000 0 0 0 0 e • 6 • e 0 
( ) 
( ) 
4 .. Court order to produce prisoner and tell why his detention: 
1 injunctton. 2 military, 3 habeas corpus, 4 exile •• 0 •• 0 0 •••• 0 ••• ( ) 
1 irri~ation, 2 initiative, 3 invasion, 4 recall 
t) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ( ) 
60 Legal authority: 
1 allies, 2 hostile, 3 J·urisdiction, 4 crime ( ) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
7o Let alone, freedom to do as desired: 
1 laissez faire, 2 witness, 3 crime, 4 militia ••••••••••••••••• () 
Influencing voters about legislation: 
l import, 2 pioneer, 3 colony, 4 lobbying 
0, • • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • ( ) 
,9o Court writ to perform some specified act: 
1 union. 2 arbitration, 3 black list, 4 mandamus ( ) , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Trial jury is called: 
1 grand, 2 petit, 3 slate, 4 race 0 • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ( ) 
,lo Complaint of plaintiff and ~nswer of defendant: 
l bill, 2 pleadings, 3 controller, 4 trust ••••••••••••••••••• ( ) 
,2o Method of removing public officials from office: 
1 trust, 2 invoice, 3 recall, 4 minister •••••••••••••••••••• ( _) 
,3. I.aw referred to people: 
:4o 
l nullify, 2 tyranny, 3 republic, 4 referendum ••••••••••••••••• ( ) 
Suspension of sentence for a short timer 
1 repreive, 2 duty, 3 export, 4 migration 
A court order to appear for, trial: 
• • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • • • • • • 
1 ballot, 2 summons, 3 visa, 4 bolter 0 • • • . . . . . . . . 
( ) 
( ) 
b6. Being false to one's country by direct act or aiding the enemy: 
1 sedition, 2 secession, 3 rebellion, 4 treason • ••••••••••••••• () 
b7o Approval by foreign officer to visit that country: 
l tabloid, 2 visa, 3 label, 4 blueprint •••••••••••••••••••• ( ) 
Court orders are: 
1 bills, 2 writs, 3 assault, 4 taxes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ( ) 
Government taking private property for roads: 
1 census, 2 eminent domain, . 3 lease, 4 invoice • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ( ) 
Political party meeting to select policy or candidate: 
1 picket, 2 boycott, 3 caucus, 4 lockout ••••••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • ( ) 
;1. A murder or kidnaping charge: 
l alien, 2 criminal case, 3 civil case, 4 corporation •••• • • • • • • • • • () 
Disobedience of court order: 
1 trust, 2 jailg 3 baliff, 4 contempt of court ••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • {) 
A member ' of a nation who enjoys oolitical rights and privilegess 
1 equity, 2 parity, 3 comity, 4 ~itizen ••••••• • •• • • • • • • • • • • ( ) 
Limits debate in congress: 
1 plaintiff, 2 union, 3 gag rule, 4 filibuster ••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ( ) 
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550 Dividing voting districts for political reasons: 
1 gerrymandering, 2 dark horse, 3 slate, 4 council •••••••••••••• ( ) 
56. Powers given congress for just and necessary lawss 
1 rulep 2 agenda, 3 implied, 4 attache •••••• . . . . . . . . . . . . 
57. Written statement char~ing one or more persons with au offenset 
( ) 
1 lease, 2 receipt, 3 black list, 4 indictment • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •. • ( ) 
58. Keeping politically aloof from other countries: 
1 isolation, 2 profiteering, 3 coroner, 4 bimetallism • • • • • • • • • • • • • ( ) 
59. Decision of jury: 
1 pleadings, 2 council, 3 verdict, 4 counterfeit o • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ( ) 
60. To set at liberty: 
1 rebellion, 2 sedition, 3 parole, 4 execution •• o • • • • • • • • • • • • • ( ) 
61. Is used in elections: 
1 replevin, 2 fleet, 3 voting machine, 4 mint ••••••••••••••••• ( ) 
62. All members vote choice of majority: 
1 unit rule, 2 non partisan, 3 closure rule, 4 self-government •••••••• () 
63. Treatment of a prisoner: 
1 neutral, 2 nullify, 3 adjourn, 4 third degree •••••••••••••••• ( ) 
64. A permanent specialized committee: 
l black list, 2 standing committee, 3 unorganized, 4 charter • • • Q • • • • ( ) 
65. A ballot cast for republican and democratic candidates: 
1 slate, 2 opponent, 3 split ticket, 4 ward •••••••••••••••••• () 
660 Conditional release: 
1 probation, 2 isolation, 3 free, 4 mediation ••••••••••••••••• ( ) 
67. Official r~mission of a penalty: 
l bribery, 2 rebellion, 3 pardon, 4 hostile •••••••••••••••••• ( ) 
68. The system of fundamental laws of a nation: 
1 assembly, 2 caucus, 3 court, 4 constitution ••••••••••••••••• ( ) 
69. Administration of public affairs: 
1 speculator, 2 government, 3 middleman, 4 pauper • •••••••••••••• ( ) 
70. Courts that hear appeals: 
l probate, 2 juvenile, 3 city, 4 appellate • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ( ) 
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DIRECTIONS : On the blank line write the word or words r equired to fill each blank. 
Sample: Workmen quit and refuse to worko strike 
lo Who is at t he head of our state government? -------------------
2 o Three de partments of our government are t he l e gislature, judicial and ------
0 --------------
3 o Who asseses property and per sons f or state t axation? • --------------
4 o An offi ci al count of people every t en years i s a • ----------------
5 o Exclusive rights of author for a period of ye ars is a _____________ • 
6 0 Congres smen right t o free use of mail i s ____________________ o 
7 0 In case of picketing a court or der to stop dest roying property is an ------
_ _________ o 
Bo Sole right to an invention is a ___ ______ _ 
9o Majority of members of the senate is a _ _ _________ • 
lOo Giving jobs to party followers is known as ___ _ 
llo Politic ians trading votes is called _ __________ o 





A writ for arresting a person is a _ _ _____________________ • 
A one house legislature is called ________ _ 0 -------------
What kind of a fee do we pay on crossing bridges? _______________ • 
A wr i tten law is called ____________ o 
170 A tax on minerals taken from the earth ______________ _ 
180 One who commences a law suit ____ _______________ _ 
l9o A license to travel in a foreign count ry _____________ _ 
20
0 





September 1, 1947 
Superintendent of Schools 
Dear Sir: 
Your school has been selected with other High Schools 
in Kansas in an experimental Constitution Vocabulary Test 
for Juniors or Seniors to be given within the first four 
weeks of school for the thesis I am writing for my Master's 
degree. If your school will participate your cooperation 
will be greatly appreciated. I will mail the tests and 
your Constitution teacher may give them. 
Results will be sent your school in relation to 
other schools and at no cost to your school. Will you please 
answer the following questions and return in the enclosed 
self-addressed envelope? 
1. Does your school offer Constitution the first 
semester? 
yes no 
Tests to be given only to students taking Con-
stitution the first semester. 
2. Will your school participate? 
3. How many tests will you need? 
Thanking you for your con~ideration, I am, 
Yours very truly, 
Roy R. Hoff 
APPENDIX III 




January 2, 1948 
In order for me to complete my thesis the final 
Constitution Vocabulary Test will be sent to your school 
to be administered before the end of the semester. Your 
school took the first test in September. 
50 
The purpose of the retest is to test retention of 
lmowledge. This test will be compared with the one the 
students took in September. The tests and instructions 
will be sent separately, and it is the desire to have them 
returned as soon as possible as a lot of scoreing, tables 
compiled and writing will have to be accomplished before 
the problem is finished. 
Your cooperation on the f i rst test was appreciated. 
Your cooperation of the retest will enable me to finish 
this problem and will be greatly appreciated. Any inf orma-
tion your school may desire from the results will be sent 
upon request from your school. 
Sincerely, 
Roy R. Hoff 
51 
APPENDIX IV 
The writer wishes to take this opportunity of giving 
special recognition to the schools which cooperated in the 






















Brooks, L. w. , Kansas Educational Directory, 1946-1947. 
Topeka: State Printer, 1946 . 74 pp. 
Accrediting and classifying schools in Kansas. 
Brooks, L. W., The Kansas High School Handbook, l2tZ,. 
Topeka: State Printer, 1946. 60 pp. 
Constitution, a required course of study for Kansas 
schools. 
Garner, James W., and Louise I. Capen, Our Government. 
New York, [etc.]: American Book Company, 1945. 657 pp. 
State Adopted textbook for Constitution. 
Kelly, Truman L., and A. C. Krey, Tests and Measurements in 
the Social Sciences. New York : Charles Scribner's and 
Sons, 1934, pp. 155-218. 
Social Science Vocabulary test. 
Magruder, Frank Abbott, American Government. Chicago: 
Allyn & Bacon, 1946. 710 pp. 
State adopted textbook for Constitution. 
Steinberg, Samuel, and Lucian Lamn, Our Changing Government 
Chicago: J.B. Lippincott Co., 1945. 555 pp. 
State adopted textbook for Constitution. 
Walker, Edward Everett, Walter Greenwood Beach, and Otis 
Glen Jamison, The Government of the United States. 
Chicago : Charles Scribner's and Sons, 1946 . 692 pp. 
State adopted textbook for Constitution. 
Periodicals 
Doran, E.W., "A Study of Vocabularies." (Pedagogical 
Seminary. Vol. 14, pp. 401-438. 1907). 
A valuable discussion of his results was found in 
this article. 
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Kirkpatrick, E. A., "A Vocabulary Test." (Popular Science 
Monthly. Vol. 70, pp. 157-164, February, 1907). 
Early testing of vocabulary. 
Theses 
Gansl, Irene, Vocabulary: Its Measurement and Growth. 
Doctor's Thesis, 1939, Columbia. 52 pp. 
Results showing boys' and g rls' vocabulary ability. 
Harrington, Marjorie v., A Study in the Learning of the 
Fundamental Special Vocabulary of History Through 
Direct Teaching. Master's Thesis, Colorado, 1939. 69 pp . 
Results of her vocabulary test. 
Karrick, Aimee s., The Relationship Between Reading Ability 
and Progress Made in the Ninth Grade Social Studies. 
Master's Thesis, 1938, Denver. 49 pp. 
A discussion of vocabulary testing. 
Newspapers 
Kansas City Star, October 20--November 10, 1946. 
Test words checked with this paper. 
The Topeka Daily Capital, October 20--November 10, 1946. 
Test words checked with this paper. 
